
HOUSTON 
DALLAS 

CHICAGO 

GALVESTON, TEXAS - Under a 

bright blue sky and blazing sun, mem-

bers from the HVA Houston and Dal-

las offices gathered in Galveston on 

May 31 to compete in the 22nd AIA 

Houston SandCastle Competition. 
 

Wanting to concentrate more on hav-

ing fun and enjoying a relaxing day at 

the beach, HVAôs goal for this yearôs 

competition was to build a stress-free 

sandcastle. Titled ñWeathering 

Heights,ò members of the building 

team employed the old-fashioned way 

of building sandcastles - carving the 

sand already there and applying, via 

the drip method, wet sand to create 

turrets, boulders and foliage.  
 

ñOver the years, it appeared that the 

idea of enjoying a nice day on the 

beach began to disappear and turn into 

a day of hard work,ò said team mem-

ber Chris Roselius. ñThis year, the 

goal was to just have fun. What better 

way to have fun than to just play in 

the sand and build whatever comes to 

mind?ò 
 

Said CEO Stephen Jovicich: ñWe just 

wanted to call upon the skills we 

learned in our childhood.ò 
 

Relying on only buckets of water and 

their own hands, the team started to 

build the castle at 10 a.m. Members 

ventured in and out of the worksite 

over the next five hours, taking time 

to enjoy being with friends and family 

and seeing what the other teams were 

building. 
 

ñIt was just a great time. We went 

there just to have fun and not even 

worry about winning our category,ò 

Linda Leonetti said. ñSo it is pretty 

funny that we came away with the 

Best Traditional Sandcastle Award.ò 
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Stephen Jovicich, right, shows off the 
award-winning plaque given to HVA for 
building the Best Traditional sandcastle 
at the 22nd AIA Sandcastle Competi-
tion held on May 31. Above is a photo 
of the winning HVA design, titled 
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HVA Earns óBest Traditionalô Honor 

Firm wows judges  

with ode to the past 


